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Preview of the Next Episode
EPISODE 122:  COLLABORATING TO BUILD A CONTENT-

BASED LANGUAGE PROGRAM WITH GWEN BARNES-KAROL

AND MAGGIE BRONER, PART II

In part one of this two-part conversation, Gwen, Maggie, and

Stacey bring up the topic of implicit and explicit knowledge,   

Check out page two of this newsletter for Stacey's discussion

of implicit and explicit knowledge and a few resources to

check out if you want to learn more! And don't miss part two

of the interview on Friday where Gwen and Maggie get into

the details of what it means to focus on content when it

comes to pedagogy and decision-making in the classroom. 

 

In the meantime, we'd love to hear your reactions to episode

121 in the comments section of the episode page or on social

media! Find us on Twitter or Facebook @weteachlang. 

 

 

http://www.weteachlang.com/
https://weteachlang.com/2019/10/25/121-with-gwen-barnes-karol-and-maggie-broner-part-i/
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RECAP OF EPISODE 121: COLLABORATING TO BUILD A CONTENT-BASED LANGUAGE

PROGRAM WITH GWEN BARNES-KAROL AND MAGGIE BRONER, PART I

The most recent edition of ACTFL's

magazine The Language Educator

featuredarticles from LJ Randolph

(episode 82) and Erin Whelchel

(episode 68).  Erin discusses the

importance of language in business,

and LJ discusses diversifying language

educators and learners.

 

For students learning a second language, their learning is both explicit, meaning what is

directly taught, and also implicit, meaning what is acquired, internalized, and automatized

without being the conscious focus of the lesson or the discussion.  

 

In a grammar-based language program, the explicit knowledge is the academic knowledge

about grammar- how different parts of speech interact, language patterns and structures, and,

usually, lots of rules about language use by idealized native speakers. But what is the implicit

knowledge? The implicit knowledge that students gain is their actual language development

or their functional ability to understand and produce language without relying on conscious,

controlled processing. In the simplest terms: implicit knowledge is what they can do without

trying. Unlike grammar instruction and tests, this implicit development is not something that

a teacher can micromanage, but rather is a natural byproduct of consistent interaction with

comprehensible input, psychological and sociocultural factors, and a student's own individual

rate of acquisition.  There is not a strong connection between explicit grammar knowledge

and implicit language development; they are two independent processes, and language

development takes place under all sorts of conditions whether students learn explicit

grammar or not. 

 

Knowing that grammar instruction is not useful for language development at the lower levels,

Gwen and Maggie have reimagined the explicit knowledge taught in their program. Their

content-based model continues to develop students' language implicitly, however the focus

of explicit instruction now becomes the historical and cultural knowledge that students will

need in order to be successful in a college major or just to be liberally educated adults with a

broad understanding of world events. 

Sebastiaan Faber (episode

21) recently co-authored

an article on the recent

events in Spain.  In it, he

explains why the crisis in

Catalonia just got worse in

the past few days.

Do you want to do a deep dive into the theory and research of implicit versus explicit

knowledge? Start with this chapter by Ellis (1994) 

Actually, it's a whole book, depending on how deep of a dive you want to do! Ellis, N. C. (Ed.).

(1994). Implicit and explicit learning of languages. San Diego: Academic.

Is it true that children learn better implicitly and adults learn better explicitly? This article says

no, and it has implications for those of use who teach adolescents and adults. Lichtman, K.

(2013). Developmental Comparisons of Implicit and Explicit Language Learning

https://weteachlang.com/2019/10/25/121-with-gwen-barnes-karol-and-maggie-broner-part-i/
https://blogs.cardiff.ac.uk/openfordebate/2019/10/21/the-role-of-conviction-in-intercultural-competence-citizenship/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WorldLanguageTeachers/
https://www.thenation.com/article/spain-catalonia-nationalism-unrest/
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/79ca/d850d7455564bb7b7a6bd595fc8667407bc2.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/257367354_Developmental_Comparisons_of_Implicit_and_Explicit_Language_Learning

