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EPISODE 83: RESOURCES AND RESEARCH ON TEACHING

HERITAGE LEARNERS WITH MARIA CARREIRA

Do you have heritage learners (HL) in your L2 classroom and need to
know more about how to help these students succeed?  

Or are you a seasoned HL teacher and you are looking for
opportunities to learn from other HL teachers?  

Or maybe, like me, you are just curious about all sorts of language
teaching and want to learn more! 

 

For the next couple of weeks, and, in fact, for the rest of 2018, the
podcast will be turning its attention to heritage language learners.

This week, we are honored to have an interview with Dr. Maria Carreira,

Co-Director of the National Heritage Language Resource Center
(NHLRC) at UCLA and  Professor of Spanish at California State

University, Long Beach. Dr. Carreira shares with us what the research
tells us about teaching heritage learners, provides some examples of
what that might look like in the classroom, and talks about some of

the resources available through the NHLRC. 

http://www.weteachlang.com/
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RESPONSE TO EPISODE 82: SOCIAL JUSTICE

AND REPRESENTATION WITH LJ RANDOLPH Reactions 
to past episodes:

Richard Kiely and Eric Hartman
(episodes 59-60) co-founded
GlobalSL (Service Learning).  The
6th GlobalSL conference has been
announced for next November.  In
the post, they list the themes and
specialized tracks.  The submission
portal will open in December.

Meredith White (episode 80) has a
YouTube channel where she shares
ideas for her classroom.  Recently, she
has posted videos on how she uses
Google Calendar to organize her work
and how she uses integrated
performance assessments every day. 

Keep an eye out for upcoming videos!

LJ Randolph has presented at conferences and
workshops and written extensively about the
connection between social justice and language
education. In this episode, Randolph summarizes for
us the key factors for being successful while teaching
through the lens of social justice. Here are some of my
takeaways from this conversation: 

 

-> First, social justice is not an add-on to the
curriculum but the lens you use to present it.  
-> Second, start small. Just an internal reflection from a
piece of news from the students’ own community can
work to springboard conversations about social justice. 

-> Presenting students with diverse experiences is key,

and the only way transformational education can
happen is when students change their thinking.  

-> Furthermore, excellent relationships between
professors and students and among students are
necessary to respect each other and
understand diverse points of view.  

This response is written by Begoña Caballero-Garcia,

Associate Professor and Dean of Diversity and
Inclusion at Wofford College.

As Paul Hernandez mentions in his book “The Pedagogy of Real Talk”, trust is needed for
students to engage in the classroom and to take advantage of their education.

 Hernandez and Randolph both mention the importance of empowering our students.

One way is to make sure the lessons are connected to the students’ experiences, which
can be accomplished when students bringing their own experiences and resources to
the classroom.  Reciprocal teaching and learning helps to develop trust.   
 

During this conversation, Randolph gives specific examples on how he teaches social
justice in his classes, even at the novice level. You don’t want to miss his great advice! 

https://weteachlang.com/2018/12/07/ep-82-with-lj-randolph/
https://twitter.com/profnoury
https://compact.org/gsl-6-themes-announced-inclusion-and-transformation-in-global-service-learning/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfzYQF_kjzBTrTtQ1E6ajf1EAHLQFXSgH
https://twitter.com/ProfeRandolph/status/1071028566329081857
https://twitter.com/LisaVardi/status/1070358314620502017
https://twitter.com/SraStephanie/status/1071243190362087424

